
On the surface of the superior articular processes lie vertically positioned oval, concave articular facets 
known as the ‘superior articular facets’.    These facets are covered in hyaline cartilage and articulate with 
the inferior articular facets of L4 at the L4/L5 zygapophyseal joints.    The superior articular facets are 
oriented medially and slightly posteriorly.


